
  

 

 

 

 

 

PEN World Voices Festival of International Literature Announces  

Roxane Gay to Deliver Arthur Miller Lecture  

 
Leading Feminist Writer and Cultural Critic to Deliver 

 the “Arthur Miller Freedom to Write Lecture” on May 1 

 

Additional New Events to the Festival Include a Conversation between Fran Lebowitz and Richard Price, 

and “Remembering Umberto Eco” with Salman Rushdie  

 
New York, NY (April 14, 2016) – In the lead-up to the PEN World Voices Festival, taking place in New York 

on April 25 – May 1, 2016, PEN America has announced that one of the country’s leading voices, Roxane Gay, 

will deliver the Festival’s signature Arthur Miller Freedom to Write Lecture. Festival organizers have also added 

new programming to the lineup, including events featuring Fran Lebowitz and Salman Rushdie. One of the 

world’s largest literary festivals, the Festival catalyzes conversations among writers, artists, thought-leaders, and 

the broader public on a variety of timely cultural and social topics.  

 

Named for playwright Arthur Miller, an ardent advocate for a writer’s right to freedom of expression, the annual 

lecture is a hallmark of the Festival and its culminating event. In past years, the Freedom to Write Lecture has 

been delivered by luminaries such as U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor; novelist Colm Tóibín; 

writer and activist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and author and essayist Christopher Hitchens. This year 

American writer Roxane Gay, whose work deals with issues of identity, gender, race, and sexuality, will deliver 

the lecture, followed by a conversation with poet and writer Saeed Jones. The event will take place on Sunday, 

May 1 at Cooper Union at 6:00 p.m. Tickets for the lecture and all Festival events are available at 

www.penworldvoices.org. 

 

Gay’s writing includes the acclaimed 2014 bestseller, Bad Feminist; her debut novel, An Untamed State; and 

work in numerous collections of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Her latest book, Hunger: A Memoir of (My) 

Body, will be released in 2016. Gay is also a contributing op-ed writer at The New York Times and an associate 

professor at Purdue University. Her delivery of the Arthur Miller Lecture marks her debut appearance at the 

Festival.  

In addition to Gay’s appearance, the PEN World Voices Festival has added new programs to the schedule, 

including: 

 

 State of the City: New York with Fran Lebowitz and Richard Price 

A conversation on the vanishing and resurfacing city with world-renowned humorist and author Fran 

Lebowitz, and native New Yorker and chronicler of urban America Richard Price. In New York City, as 

elsewhere, metamorphosis is a violent act. Every new influx creates an equal expulsion. Lebowitz and 

Price discuss transformation and gentrification in the city. At The Cooper Union, Saturday, April 30. 

 

 Remembering Umberto Eco with Salman Rushdie, Siri Hustvedt, Michael F. Moore, and Gianni Riotta 

Best-known in the United States for his groundbreaking first novel The Name of the Rose, Umberto Eco 

was also a prominent teacher, scholar, and public intellectual. Join writers Siri Hustvedt, Gianni Riotta, 

and Salman Rushdie for this free event, commemorating Eco’s life and his multi-faceted career with 

readings from Eco’s most important writings. Moderated by Michael F. Moore. RSVPs required. At the 

Instituto Italiano di Cultura di New York, Thursday, April 28. 

 

 

http://www.penworldvoices.org/
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 Obsession Series with Scott Sturgeon, aka Stza Crack 

Scott Sturgeon, aka Stza Crack, is a musician who has fronted several ska-punk bands, including 

Choking Victim and Leftöver Crack. For the Obsession Series, he will speak about police corruption 

and brutality. At Dixon Place Lounge, Tuesday, April 26. 

 Activism and Art: Celebrating Mexican Music and Literature 

Activism is infused with a Latin beat for this event, with live music from Jarana Beat, hosted by beloved 

TV journalist Maria Hinojosa. Novelist and playwright Veronica Gonzalez Peña joins writer-performer 

Rubén Martínez to discuss border issues, cultural hybridity, migration, and more. At The Greene Space, 

Friday, April 29. 

 

 Censorship and Creativity: A Conversation about Cuban Music and Film 

A sampler of Cuban thought and culture, this event brings together journalist Miriam Celaya, filmmaker 

Juan Carlos Cremata Malberti, and musician Roberto Poveda to discuss how Cuban artists and writers 

overcome artistic censorship. Interludes include a film excerpt from Cremata, the only Cuban to have 

won an award at the Cannes Film Festival, and music performances by Los Hacheros. Hosted by Nadia 

Reiman of Latino USA. At the Greene Space, Saturday, April 30. 

 

The 2016 Festival brings together an international roster of more than 150 artists and public intellectuals, and 

will focus on Mexico’s rich culture and burning social issues through a series of events that invite audiences to 

rethink widely accepted narratives on topics such as national identity, the border, and migration, as well as 

systematic corruption and free expression in today’s Mexico. Insights will be provided from some of Mexico’s 

leading thinkers and authors, including Carmen Boullosa, Guillermo Gómez-Peña, Lydia Cacho, and Yuri 

Herrera who will come together with an extraordinary roster of international and American literary and cultural 

figures. Sabina Berman, noted playwright and essayist, will co-curate the Mexican program alongside Festival 

Director László Jakab Orsós. 

 

Tickets for all Festival events are available at: www.penworldvoices.org 

Village Voice serves as official media sponsor of the 2016 PEN World Voices Festival. 

 

The Festival is made possible in part through the generosity of Kaplen Brothers Fund, Ford Foundation, 

National Endowment for the Arts, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Embrey 

Family Foundation, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. 

 

Programming and participants subject to change. 

 

About PEN America 

Founded in 1922, PEN America is an association of 4,300 U.S. writers dedicated to defending freedom of 

expression, advocating for persecuted writers and journalists, advancing literature and literary translation, and 

fostering international literary exchange.  

 

About the PEN World Voices Festival 

Founded by Salman Rushdie in the aftermath of September 11, 2001 with the aim of broadening channels of 

dialogue between the U.S. and the world, PEN World Voices is the only international literary festival in the 

world with a human rights focus. It attracts the world’s best-known writers and has garnered broad global 

acclaim as one of the world’s premier literary events. Since its founding 12 years ago, PEN World Voices has 

presented more than 1,500 writers and artists from 118 countries, speaking 56 languages. 

Twitter: @PENworldvoices/#PENFest 

Facebook: facebook.com/PENworldvoices 

Instagram: @pen_america 

http://www.penworldvoices.org/
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### 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Isabel Sinistore / May Wijaya       Jenny Lerner    

Resnicow and Associates 212-486-7229   

212-671-5175 / 212-671-5167      lernernyc@aol.com   

isinistore@resnicow.com / mwijaya@resnicow.com        
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