
 
 

 

 
Maxwell L. Anderson Appointed President of the Souls Grown Deep Foundation 

 
Harry Arnett Named New Chairman of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees 

 
ATLANTA, GA, June 23, 2016—The Souls Grown Deep Foundation announced today that the Board of 
Trustees has unanimously selected Dr. Maxwell L. Anderson as the Foundation’s president. In this newly-
created position, Anderson will spearhead and direct the Foundation’s initiatives and will oversee its 
operations. Concurrently, Harry Arnett has been named the new chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
succeeding Paul Arnett, who will continue to serve as trustee. The appointments were made at the 
Foundation’s recent board meeting and are effective immediately.  
 
Souls Grown Deep Foundation is the only nonprofit organization dedicated to documenting, researching, 
preserving, interpreting, publishing, and exhibiting the work of self-taught African American artists of 
the American South. The Foundation’s extensive collection, which includes approximately 1,200 works 
by over 150 artists—among them Thornton Dial, Lonnie Holley, and the quilt-makers of Gee’s Bend—
offers powerful insight and fresh perspectives into the most compelling political and social issues of our 
time, and provides an important voice in the dialogue surrounding contemporary American art. The new 
appointments reflect the Foundation’s ongoing commitment to creating programs and building 
partnerships with institutions around the world to ensure that the Foundation’s collection is widely 
accessible both to scholars and the greater public.  
 
“The Souls Grown Deep Foundation is a remarkable organization, committed to artists whose practices 
illuminate an important perspective on American culture and represent an aesthetic tradition that has 
been deeply influential to contemporary American artists,” said Anderson. “I am honored to serve as 
president of the Foundation, and I look forward to continuing this institution’s vital work, ensuring that 
these artists are presented in their rightful place in the American canon across scholarship, museums, 
and exhibitions nationally and internationally.”   
 
“Max has been an influential champion of African-American artists from the Deep South to the museum 
field for decades, and his commitment to this has remained steadfast throughout his career,” said William 
S. Arnett, founder of the Souls Grown Deep Foundation. “He is the best person to lead this Foundation 
into the future, ensuring that the work of these American artists is shared with generations to come.” 
 
As an internationally recognized scholar, curator, and field leader, Anderson has played a key role in 
growing the Foundation’s relationships with institutions since joining the board of the Souls Grown Deep 
Foundation in 2013. Anderson’s relationship with William Arnett, who began the collection that became 
the basis for the Foundation, began almost 30 years ago, when Anderson was director of the Michael C. 



Carlos Museum at Emory University. Since then, Anderson has engaged with the artists represented in 
the Foundation’s collection, organizing numerous exhibitions including Souls Grown Deep: African-
American Vernacular Art of the South (1996) presented in conjunction with the Atlanta Olympic Games 
at Michael C. Carlos Museum at City Hall East, The Quilts of Gee’s Bend (2002) while director at the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, and Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial (2011) at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art. Anderson is currently executive director of the New Cities Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to fostering urban innovation and entrepreneurship. He also serves as the 
chairman of NCF’s affiliated organization, the Global Cultural Districts Network.  He will continue to 
serve in these roles in addition to joining the Souls Grown Deep Foundation as president. 
  
“Max has the right experience, as well as almost three decades of active engagement with the artists 

represented in our collection, to lead the Souls Grown Deep Foundation into its next phase, expanding 
our vision and developing creative new ways to make this collection accessible to the broader public,” 
noted Board Chairman Harry Arnett. “Max is uniquely positioned to grow our relationships with 
museums, scholars, gallerists, and other art world professionals, and will allow us to grow the legacy of 
these artists.” 
 
In December 2014, the Souls Grown Deep Foundation announced a landmark gift of 57 works by 
contemporary African American artists from the Southern United States to The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. In addition to paintings, drawings, and mixed-media works by acclaimed artists such as Thornton 
Dial, Lonnie Holley, and Nellie Mae Rowe, the major gift included 20 important quilts dating from the 
1930s to 2003 that were created by women artists based in the area around Gee’s Bend, Alabama.  
 
Works from the Souls Grown Deep collection have been featured in numerous exhibitions, including The 
Quilts of Gee’s Bend, organized by the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and the Whitney Museum of American 
Art in 2002, which travelled to the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Cleveland Museum of Art, Chrysler Museum of 
Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, High Museum of Art, among others; Thornton Dial in the 21st Century at 

the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston in 2006; and Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial, organized by the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art in 2011, which traveled to New Orleans Museum of Art, the Mint Museum, 
and the High Museum of Art. 
 
About the Souls Grown Deep Foundation  
Dedicated to the preservation and documentation of African American vernacular art, the Souls Grown 
Deep Foundation works in coordination with leading museums and scholars to produce groundbreaking 
exhibitions and publications using its extensive holdings, which include approximately 1,200 artworks by 
more than 150 artists, as well as extensive field photography. Ranging from large-scale sculptural pieces 
to works on paper, the art in the collection dates from the early 20th century to the present, a period 
that includes key moments in American history such as the Jim Crow era, the Civil Rights Movement, and 
the election of the country’s first African American president.  
 
Established in 2010, the Foundation traces its roots to the early 1970s, when William S. Arnett, an art 
historian, scholar, and patron, began to collect the artworks of previously unheralded self-taught African 
American artists across 10 Southeastern states, with the goal of building a permanent record of this art-
making tradition. Arnett had earlier devoted himself to the art of diverse civilizations – from the ancient 
Mediterranean to China and Southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa. By the mid-1990s Arnett’s efforts 
resulted in an ambitious project to survey the visual tradition of the African American South: an 
exhibition and two-volume book, titled Souls Grown Deep: African American Vernacular Art of the South, 
which was ultimately presented at the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta and remains the most in-depth, 



scholarly examination of this phenomenon. Subsequently Arnett developed a series of related 
publications, including several books on the quilts of Gee’s Bend, Alabama, before donating many key 
works to the Foundation. For more information, visit www.soulsgrowndeep.org. 
 
About Maxwell L. Anderson 
Since 2015 Maxwell L. Anderson has served as executive director of the New Cities Foundation and 
chairman of its affiliated organization, the Global Cultural Districts Network.  Anderson leads NCF’s 
professional staff around the world and liaises with the Board of Directors to address the urgent and 
important needs of cities on every continent.  Prior to joining NCF, he directed five museums, including 
the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Dallas Museum of Art, and the Indianapolis Museum of Art. 
 
Anderson received an A.B. from Dartmouth College with highest distinction in art history (1977), and 
A.M. (1978) and Ph.D. (1981) degrees in art history from Harvard University, after which he worked as 
curator at The Metropolitan Museum of Art for six years. Anderson has served on the faculties of 
Princeton University and the University of Rome, and is the author of dozens of publications, including 
The Quality Instinct: Seeing Art Through a Museum Director’s Eye. His next book, Antiquities: What 
Everyone Needs to Know, will be published in November 2016 by Oxford University Press. 
  
About Harry Arnett 
Harry Arnett is the former president and publisher of Tinwood Media, where he oversaw production of 
numerous publications and media projects including The Quilts of Gee’s Bend and Thornton Dial in the 
21st Century. He is presently senior vice president of marketing at Callaway Golf. Arnett earned an 
M.B.A. from Duke University after completing his undergraduate studies at Emory University in Atlanta. 
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