
 

Norton Presents American Art Posters from 

the Leonard A. Lauder Collection at The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 

 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Feb. 13, 2020) –An exhibition of Art Nouveau 

posters that contributed to a revolution in graphic design and illustration will open 

at the Norton Museum of Art on February 21. American Art Posters from the 

Leonard A. Lauder Collection showcases outstanding works of poster art by 

leading American graphic artists. The majority were commissioned by magazine 

and books publishers in the late-19th century to celebrate their new publications. 

Designed to attract new readers and sell books and magazines, these posters were 

recognized as artworks in their own right, and helped inspire the carefully 

designed and illustrated book and magazine cover art that remains popular today. 

Drawn entirely from the Leonard A. Lauder Collection of 1890s American 

Posters at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the exhibition will remain on view 

through May 17, 2020. 

 

“American Art Posters presents the highly imaginative, bold, and colorful works 

by leading American artists that simultaneously fostered new directions in art and 

design and transformed the book publishing industry,” said Elliot Davis, 

Director of the Norton Museum of Art. “We are  thrilled to share with the 

public this impressive collection built by Leonard Lauder, a long-time supporter 

of the Norton. The posters in this exhibition both resonate with and add a new 

dimension to the Norton’s strong holdings of American art, providing context for 

the important contributions of popular printmaking to the broader evolution of 

composition and design.”  

 

The exhibition features works by leading American illustrators, including 

William Henry Bradley, Edward Penfield, and Louis John Rhead. They drew 

inspiration from European Art Nouveau artists, such as Aubrey Beardsley and 

Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, but created designs that were distinctly their own. 

 

“Works such as those in this exhibition sparked a poster collecting craze in the 

1890s—and it’s easy to see why,” notes Ellen Roberts, the Norton’s Harold 

and Anne Berkley Smith Curator of American Art. “These are beautiful and 

exciting works of art that, to this day, speak to artists, graphic designers, 

collectors, and the public.” 

 

Notable works in the exhibition include: 

• William Henry Bradley, The Chap Book: Thanksgiving Number (1895) –

Bradley is widely recognized as one of the most important figures to introduce 



 

the American public to Art Nouveau. One of a series of posters he designed 

for the Chicago-based publication, The Chap Book, this work’s expressive and 

sinuous designs feature compelling graphics and a flat composition influenced 

by Japanese wood blocks. 

• William Henry Bradley, Victor Bicycles: In Purple and White (1896) – 

Victor Bicycles: In Purple and White uses the cutting-edge Art Nouveau 

design of period literary posters to promote the new design of the Victor 

Bicycle.   

• Arthur Wesley Dow, Modern Art (1895) – Dow used one of his preexisting 

woodcut designs, Sundown, Ipswich River, as the centerpiece of this 

lithograph, and framed it with an abstracted asymmetrical pattern of poppies.  

• Two posters by Louis John Rhead for Le Journal de la Beauté (1896) – 

Commissioned by Parisian publisher La Plume, Rhead’s posters for Le 

Journal de la Beauté were designed to harmonize with fashionable homes of 

the period. These designs of swans and peacocks are rendered with abstracted, 

curving forms in a flattened composition.   

 

This exhibition was organized by the Norton Museum of Art and made possible 

by the generosity of Robbi and Bruce Toll.  

 

Related programming around the exhibition includes:  

American Art Posters from the Leonard A. Lauder Collection 

Friday, March 20 / 7 p.m. 

As part of the Norton’s weekly Art After Dark program, Emily Braun, Curator of 

the Leonard A. Lauder Collection and Distinguished Professor, Hunter College 

and the Graduate Center, City University of New York, will discuss the 

significance of the posters on view in American Art Posters from the Leonard A. 

Lauder Collection with Norton Director Elliot Bostwick Davis.  

 

About the Norton Museum of Art 

The Norton Museum of Art is home to the leading and most far-ranging 

collection in the region, with distinguished holdings in five areas: American, 

European, Contemporary, Chinese, and Photography. In 2019, the Norton opened 

a visionary expansion designed by architecture firm Foster + Partners that 

included a new 59,000-square-foot Kenneth C. Griffin Building that increased 

gallery space for the Norton’s renowned collection and expanded the Museum’s 

education center.  

 

The transformation of the Museum’s 6.3-acre campus created a museum in a 

garden that also features new, verdant public spaces and a 37,000-square-foot 

sculpture garden. A group of 1920s-era houses along the south side of the campus 

were also restored to provide lodging and studios for a new artist-in-residence 

program. 

 



 

The Norton presents special exhibitions, lectures, tours, and programs for adults 

and children throughout the year. In 2011, the Norton launched RAW 

(Recognition of Art by Women), featuring the work of a living female painter or 

sculptor and funded by the Leonard and Sophie Davis Fund/MLDauray Arts 

Initiative. In 2012, the Norton established the biennial, international Rudin Prize 

for Emerging Photographers in partnership with Beth Rudin DeWoody, named in 

honor of her late father, Lewis Rudin. 

 

Museum hours are: 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (December–April; closed May–November) 

Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Fridays, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sundays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Museum is closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, and 

July 4th. 

 

Admission prices are as follows: Free for Members, teachers and educators with 

a valid school ID, and active military (and immediate family) with valid ID. 

Students: $5 with valid school ID. General: $18; Seniors (60+): $15; Children: 

Free for ages 12 and under. 

 

Museum admission is free to the public on Fridays and Saturdays. 

• Free Fridays are made possible by the generosity of The Lunder Foundation - 

Peter and Paula Lunder Family. 

• Free Saturdays are made possible by the generosity of the Anna-Maria and 

Stephen Kellen Foundation. 

Parking is available across the street at 1501 S. Dixie Highway. For additional 

information, please call (561) 832-5196, or visit www.norton.org. 

 

## 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Katrina Reynolds / Megan Ardery 

Resnicow and Associates 

212-671-5184 / 212-671-5181 

kreynolds@resnicow.com / mardery@resnicow.com 

 

http://www.norton.org/
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