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Decorative Arts, Design History, Material Culture

Bard Graduate Center appoints Arjun Appadurai as Max Weber Global Professor
Dr. Appadurai, a Prominent Cultural Anthropologist Specializing in the Dynamics of Globalization,
Joins the BGC Faculty Beginning July 1, 2021

New York, NY (January 26, 2021) — Bard Graduate Center (BGC), the country’s leading institute
dedicated to the study of decorative arts, design history, and material culture, today announced the
appointment of Arjun Appadurai—an internationally recognized scholar in contemporary social-cultural
anthropology and the cultural dynamics of globalization—as Max Weber Global Professor beginning July
1, 2021. Dr. Appadurai’s research and teaching at BGC will focus on the intersection of material culture
studies, anthropology, social history, and economics. His expertise complements the BGC faculty’s
diverse interdisciplinary research, which includes Indigenous material culture studies, urban
archaeology, architectural history, fashion and textiles studies, culinary history, conservation studies,
and material science.

“Arjun Appadurai is a truly creative scholar and his exceptional work rethinks concepts that cross and re-
cross the boundaries between academia and the everyday life,” noted Peter N. Miller, Dean of Bard
Graduate Center. “As Max Weber Global Professor, Dr. Appadurai will be based abroad, allowing him to
bring a uniquely international perspective to his teaching and research collaborations at BGC. His path-
breaking work, The Social Life of Things (1986), illuminated the complex mechanisms behind how value
and meaning are assigned to objects. This work helped prepare the ground for our institution and we
are thrilled to have him join us in our continued exploration of how the hidden lives of things shape our
understanding of history and the world around us.”

“This new appointment offers a unique opportunity to deepen and extend my longstanding interests in
objects, cultural flows and social forms, and to benefit from Bard Graduate Center’s global links and
cosmopolitan values,” said Dr. Appadurai.

Dr. Appadurai joins BGC from New York University where he has served as Goddard Professor in Media,
Culture and Communication and Senior Fellow at the Institute for Public Knowledge. Dr. Appadurai will
retire from his post at NYU at the end of the 2020-21 academic year but will retain other concurrent
academic positions including: Mercator Fellow, Free University and Humboldt University, Berlin;
Honorary Professor in the Department of Media and Communication at Erasmus University, Rotterdam;
and Senior Research Partner at the Max-Planck Institute for Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Gottingen.
Dr. Appadurai will continue to be based in Berlin and will primarily teach courses at BGC remotely.

His previous positions include Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs at The New School,
and William K. Lanman Jr. Professor of International Studies and Director of the Initiative on Cities and
Globalization at Yale University. He has held professorial chairs at the University of Chicago and the
University of Pennsylvania, and has visiting professorships at Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, Oxford,
University of Delhi, University of Michigan, University of Amsterdam, Humboldt University,



Witwatersrand University, and EHESS (Paris). His publications include Modernity at Large: Cultural
Dimensions of Globalization (Minnesota 1996; Oxford India 1997); Fear of Small Numbers: An Essay on
the Geography of Anger (Duke 2006); The Future as Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global Condition (Verso
2013), and Banking on Words: The Failure of Language in the Age of Derivative Finance (Chicago 2016).
His most recent book, co-authored with Neta Alexander, is Failure (Polity Press 2019).

Dr. Appadurai was born in Mumbai, India and he received an Intermediate Arts degree from Elphinstone
College at the University of Mumbai before coming to the United States. He earned his B.A. (History)
from Brandeis University (1970), and his M.A. (1973) and Ph.D. in Social Thought (1976) from the
University of Chicago.

About Bard Graduate Center
As the leading research institute in the United States dedicated to the study of decorative arts, design
history, and material culture, Bard Graduate Center has pioneered the study of objects to better

understand the cultural history of the material world. Offering experiences for scholars, students, and
the general public alike, Bard Graduate Center is built on multidisciplinary study and the integration of
research, graduate teaching, and public exhibitions. Since its founding in 1993, Bard Graduate Center
has established a network of more than 400 alumni who work in leading museums, universities, and
institutions worldwide to advance new ways of thinking about material culture. For more information,
visit bgc.bard.edu

Media Contacts:

Daniel Rechtschaffen Amy Estes
Resnicow and Associates Bard Graduate Center
212.671.5188 212.501.3043

drechtschaffen@resnicow.com amy.estes@bgc.bard.edu



mailto:drechtschaffen@resnicow.com
mailto:amy.estes@bgc.bard.edu

